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VATICAN CITY — David Chartrand, president of the Manitoba Métis Federation,
is pictured as he arrives to speak with journalists following a meeting of a Canadian
Métis delegation with Pope Francis at the Vatican April 21, 2022. The Métis are
praising the pope for listening. Story page 2. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

VATICAN CITY  — Pope Francis (right) speaks during a meeting with members of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of
Minors at the Vatican April 29, 2022. Also pictured is Sister Arina Gonslaves (left), vice-provincial of the Religious of Jesus and
Mary, and Boston Cardinal Seán P. O'Malley, commission president. Story page 11. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

NEW MARYLAND — Statues, books
and games are all part of the goods on
offer at Our Lady of Fatima Gift Shop
in New Maryland. The shop is open after
10 am mass on Sundays and by
personal appointment. Story page 3.
(Facebook image)
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New FreemanThe

Metis praise pope for listening
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Red River Métis went to Rome looking
for the restoration of their communities, their
culture and their churches.

“From our side, we’re not looking for money,”
Manitoba Métis Federation president David
Chartrand told The Catholic Register as he vis-
ited a cemetery for Canadian soldiers outside of
Rome the day after meeting with Pope Francis
in the Vatican. “In fact, we’re showing him we
are giving money to the Church.”

The Manitoba Métis Federation is the national
government of the Red River Métis in Mani-
toba, which broke away from the Métis Na-
tional Council in 2021.

The meeting between 55 Red River Métis
survivors, elders and leaders and Pope Francis
will strengthen bonds of Métis people to the
Church that have been fundamental to Métis iden-
tity over the past 200 years, Chartrand said.

“We’re in a pretty good place now in our
hearts,” he said. “This was truly a real time of
healing, the beginning of our hope and our
revitalization, our renewal. It’s going to take
us many miles to walk together to take us to
a better place.”

As one of the survivors who told Pope Francis
his own story of abuse in a Catholic-run resi-
dential school, Manitoba Métis Federation min-
ister of residential schools Andrew Carrier also
spoke of the opening for reconciliation.

“I feel blessed that we had this opportunity.
He (Pope Francis) was very sincere. He listened.
I had an opportunity to speak and I expressed
myself in Spanish, which surprised the Pope
and a few others in the room,” Mr. Carrier said.
“We need to overcome the pain and move for-
ward, because we do need the Church. We need
to be able to connect spiritually.”

Winnipeg Archbishop Richard Gagnon called
the meeting historic.

“Beyond the historicness of it, the historicity
of it, it was a very important contemporary en-
counter with a man who has spent his life listen-
ing to people who have been on the peripheries
of society in different countries. He’s a very care-
ful listener,” Archbishop Gagnon said.

The focus now is on the future, said the arch-
bishop.

“If we can learn to appreciate other people’s
journeys more, then the future does have a lot of
hope,” he said.

The Church in Métis communities faces the
same challenges it faces elsewhere, Mr. Chartrand
said. He noted the shortage of priests, the grey-
ing of pews, detachment of young people from

the Church and secularization of the surround-
ing culture.

“If everybody starts walking away, what will
be left?” Mr. Chartrand asked. “Will the Church
survive? We know for a fact that in the Métis
community we’re still strong Catholics. They’re
going to look for a priest when there’s a funeral.
They’re going to look for a priest when there’s a
baptism.”

The Manitoba Métis Federation has begun
spending money to restore churches and pilgrim-
age sites. Mr. Chartrand has commissioned a
new cross from Jordan, one that will be blessed
with water from the Jordan River, for the
grotto in St. Malo, 70 km south of Winnipeg.

Mr. Chartrand wanted Pope Francis to un-
derstand how the Church played a fundamen-
tal role in the founding and growth of the Métis
Nation. He still hopes for sainthood for Louis
Riel, who was executed as a traitor by the
Canadian government in 1885.

“I wanted (Pope Francis) to understand that
we are strong believers in God. We are strong
believers with the Catholic Church. We’ve
been with them for over 200 years, side-by-
side with them,” Mr. Chartrand said. “Our
leader (Mr. Riel) gave his life for us and them,
was murdered and executed in my country in
1885.”

Mr. Chartrand repeated his request that Pope
Francis visit Winnipeg to bless the grave of Louis
Riel.

The pope’s apology delivered privately to the
Métis delegation in the Vatican was moving for
all 55 delegates, Mr. Chartrand said.

“When he said, ‘I accept it, I’m taking re-
sponsibility, ownership’ — do you know how
powerful that is for us to have somebody take
ownership?” Mr. Chartrand said. “It touched
every heart in that room. He made himself hu-
man. He said, ‘Pray for me.’... That is power-
ful, very powerful for us. People were crying.”

The story of abuse at Indian residential schools
and day schools is primarily a story of individual
failures, followed by the institutional failure to
bring people to account, said Mr. Carrier.

“I have fond memories as a child going to
church, going to different seasonal events
through the Church and following the word of
the Lord,” the abuse survivor said. “That being
said, we also suffered at the hands of individuals
who misappropriated their authority and abused
the children. That should never have happened.”

“I was whipped by the nuns on my calves
and I was shamed by the nuns in my classroom
for speaking Saulteaux. They tried to break that
from me,” Mr. Chartrand told a press confer-
ence after the papal audience. “They didn’t. I

still speak Saulteaux today.”
Reconciliation is a challenge that now lies be-

fore both the Church and Canadian society in
general, said Mr. Chartrand.

From youth programs in parishes to resident
priests at every Métis church to repairs of church
buildings, what the Métis want from the Church
amounts to just one thing.

“We want revitalization and we want hope,”
Mr. Chartrand said. “You can’t change history.
You can change the future.”§
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Diocese promotes devotion to Mary during the month of May
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — During the month of
May, Catholics around the world take the
opportunity to gain experience closer to Mary.
As one of two months — the other is Octo-
ber — dedicated to the Blessed Mother, May
is a special time to rediscover how devotion
to Mary can help each person grow closer to
her son, Jesus.

According to Today’s Catholic, “It is a cen-
turies-old custom of Catholics to dedicate the
month of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The month of May is always part of the Easter
season, the fifty days we celebrate in the lit-
urgy the Resurrection of Our Lord, a time
also of awaiting the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. The celebration of May
as a Marian month fits well with the liturgical
celebrations of Easter and Pentecost as we
recall Mary’s great joy in her Son’s victory
over death, as well as her presence with the
apostles in the upper room prayerfully await-
ing the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost.” (https://todayscatholic.org/may-month-
of-mary/)

During her apparitions at Fatima between
13 May - 13 October 1917, Mary asked for
the First Saturdays of each month for devo-
tion so that the faithful could participate in
Communion to make reparation.

Within the Diocese of Saint John it is pos-
sible to fulfill this request as masses are of-
fered on First Saturdays in a number of
parishes in every region of the diocese.

In the Saint John Region: Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, Saint John:
8:00 am; St. George Church (Mary, Mother
of God Parish), St. George: 10:00 am –
every Saturday and St. Joseph’s Church
(Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish), Saint
John: 1:00 pm

In the Fredericton Region: St. John Paul
II Parish, Oromocto (rotates churches within
the parish): 10:00 am; Mother of Mercy Par-
ish, Florenceville-Bristol (rotates churches):
10:00 am and Our Lady of Fatima Parish,
Fredericton: 10:00 am.

For the Miramichi Region, St. Mary’s
Church (Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish),
Miramichi at 9:30 am.

The diocese will also host two pilgrimages
in honour of Our Lady during the month of
May.

The first is the pilgrim statue tour of Our
Lady of the Cape. The Marian Devotional
Movement is visiting various dioceses in

Canada in 2022 as it spearheads pilgrim statue
tours of Our Lady of the Cape to provide op-
portunities for Canadians to venerate Cana-
da’s National Madonna; to promote conse-
cration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and
to promote enrollment in the Confraternity of
the Most Holy Rosary. Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
will welcome pilgrims at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John on Fri-
day, May 13, beginning with a procession at
6:30 pm followed by mass at 7:00 pm.

The tour then proceeds to the Miramichi
region with stops at St. Michael’s Basilica on
May 14 (before the 4:00 pm Mass) and St.
Mary’s Church on May 15 at 3:00 pm. (See
page 12, this issue.)

The second pilgrimage is the Knights of
Columbus Silver Rose Pilgrimage. Each year,
from early March through mid-December,
Silver Roses are stewarded by Knights of

Columbus councils along routes from Canada
to Mexico. Every stop the Silver Rose makes
throughout the pilgrimage is a rosary-centred
occasion for Knights, parishioners and com-
munity members to pray for respect for life.
This year the Silver Rose will be in the Dio-
cese of Saint John on Tuesday, May 24, 2022.
Faithful are invited to the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception at 7:00 pm for a Silver
Rose prayer service, which will include the
recitation of the diocesan rosary.

Along with these special pilgrimages, the
weekly diocesan rosary will continue
throughout the month of May on Tuesday
evenings via Zoom and Facebook Live. See
www.facebook.com/DioceseofSaintJohn to
join.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

NEW MARYLAND — In New Maryland,
the small gift shop out of the basement of
Our Lady of Fatima Church on Leverman
Street has grown into a true apostolate. As a
not-for-profit business run entirely by volun-
teers, the gift shop is a true labour of love
that operates as an extension of the parish.

“No one is paid for any of the work that is
done, and it does take a lot of time and effort
to provide the service that we do,” volunteer
Craig Briand shared. “Everything we do is a
donation of our time and talents for the Lord,
and all of the money from the gift shop goes
directly to the parish, every penny.”

While many businesses struggled to stay
afloat during the pandemic, Mr. Briand said
that the bookstore “never did really ‘shut
down’ during the pandemic. We have contin-
ued to serve the people of the diocese with
one-on-one appointments, times where peo-
ple could come in by themselves and look
around. I have taken requests from phone,
email and Facebook and fulfilled the orders
whatever way I have been able to.”

Reflecting on how the gift shop has evolved
in the short time since it has been open, Mr.
Briand is especially grateful for the opportu-
nity to introduce people to Jesus through
Mary.

“We are now about three years into this
little ministry, and if I were to say anything

Fredericton gift shop continues
to promote devotion to the Blessed Mother

about what has happened, the only term I can
think of is miraculous,” he said. “People have
returned to the shop telling me stories of physi-
cal healings that were directly related to things
that were purchased at the gift shop. We have
seen devotion to Our Blessed Mother grow
at encouraging rates. I have been told of con-
versions that have come about from our work
here. I have had people stay at the shop for
up to two hours talking about their lives, strug-
gles, and their faith. I am continually amazed
at how the Lord works when you try to fol-
low the path he has put before you. After a
few of these conversations I have been told
that they were truly blessed to have had the
conversation with us in the shop. I have seen
people walk away as if a great weight has
been lifted from them.”

Besides selling goods and articles for per-
sonal prayer, Mr. Briand explained that “an-
other big part of what we do is education.
People come in wanting to know or under-
stand a particular devotion or saint, and we
help them understand what they are about and
how to incorporate them into their daily lives.”

This opportunity for education is deeply
meaningful to him. “I was surprised that there
were people that did not know things that I
took for granted. Things like scapulars and
medals, and devotion to particular saints that
I grew up with, some people had never heard
of before. Along with ‘selling’ a product, we
take the time to explain it, because of this we

(continued on page 10)
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Meeting the Risen Jesus
in the midst of life

The past weekend (April 30 and May 1) was the 3rd Sunday of the
Easter season. Two Sunday’s ago we celebrated the Feast of Easter.
Last Sunday, a week later the global Orthodox Christians, including
those in Ukraine celebrated the Feast of Easter. What our Orthodox
cousins were marking was exactly what we celebrated on the previ-
ous Sunday.

Easter is the most significant feast in our Christian faith, marking
the centrality of the resurrection of Jesus. For all of us, Easter ex-
presses the promise and hope of new life for all humanity and for all
creation. At its centre is the hope that God’s life-giving love showers
upon us. In Ukraine, whether Catholic or Orthodox, Easter has the
same meaning and significance. We hold dearly the same faith as
disciples of Jesus the Christ.

This Easter, was different for the people of Ukraine. They find
themselves plunged into a deadly war, surrounded by death and de-
struction. In the midst of such circumstances, it is difficult to focus
on God’s life-giving love. It is hard to pray with faith and hope. Yet,
Easter took place. With all the threatening clouds of the war, Ukrain-
ians welcomed Easter. They marked it with firm faith and striking
expressions of hope. The ground of their hope is founded on the very
faith on which we, like the first disciples of Jesus the Christ base our
own.

Throughout the season of Easter, we Catholic Christians, like our
Orthodox sisters and brothers are called to reflect on scriptural ac-
counts of the Risen Jesus. Last Sunday, we again heard of an appear-
ance of the Jesus in the Gospel of John (21:1-19). The encounter
brings the disciples excitement and reassurance. Additionally, as so
often is the case, the disciples find themselves called to mission, to
service and sacrifice for others. In other words, they are to be bear-
ers of the risen Jesus to others.

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

In John’s account, three time the
Risen One asks Peter if he loves him.
With each of Peter’s responses, Je-
sus calls him to care for and look af-
ter all of God’s people, to “tend” and “feed” them, just as he has done.

For Jesus, his mission was to proclaim and reveal the kingdom of
God among us. Where there is love and openness to one another,
where there is life-giving love, then there is the kingdom of God.
Jesus revealed this along the roads of Galilee. We walk the roads of
our own time and places, as did the disciples of Jesus in their time and
place. Here we find the kingdom, the way of heaven, and hope. It is
planted in the midst of our lives.

The Franciscan spiritual writer, Richard Rohr spoke of this hope in
an Easter season reflection: “Heaven is not about belonging to the
right group; it’s not about following the correct rituals. It’s about
having the right attitude.” (28 April, 2019). This attitude is one of
being life-giving, as Jesus is. Heaven is part of our life journey, not
just somewhere out there in the future. Living our present life with
love and compassion and service is the indication of heaven already
begun among us.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Pope tells Russian patriarch they are not 'clerics of the state'
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Warning that the Russian Orthodox patriarch
should not "turn himself into Putin's altar boy," Pope Francis also said
he would like to go to Moscow to meet Vladimir Putin in an attempt
to end the conflict in Ukraine.

The pope reiterated that he would not be going to Kyiv "for now,"
but "I first must go to Moscow, I must first meet Putin," he said in an
interview with the Italian newspaper, Corriere della Sera, published
May 3. Vatican News also published most of the interview.

Pope Francis said he sent a message through Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
Vatican secretary of state, "20 days after the war" started, to be deliv-
ered to Putin telling him, "I was ready to go to Moscow."

"We still have not had a response, and we are still being persistent,
even though I am afraid Putin may not be able to and may not want to
have this meeting right now," the pope said. "I am doing what I can.
If Putin were to open the door. ..."

"But so much brutality, how do you not try to stop it? We saw the
same thing with Rwanda," he said, referring to the genocide against
members of the Tutsi minority ethnic group in 1994, when at least
500,000 people were killed in about 100 days.

Pope Francis also provided more details about a video call he had
with Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of Moscow in mid-March. "I

spoke with Kirill for 40 minutes via Zoom. He spent the first 20 min-
utes holding a piece of paper reading all the reasons for the war."

"I listened to him, and I told him, 'I don't know anything about this.
Brother, we are not clerics of the state, we cannot use the language of
politics, but of Jesus. We are shepherds of the same holy people of
God. That is why we must seek the path of peace, to cease the blast
of weapons,'" he said.

"The patriarch cannot turn himself into Putin's altar boy," he said.
(continued on page 5)

Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and Pope Francis
in a photo from 2016.  (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Managing an ascension
A friend of mine, somewhat cynical about the church, recently

remarked: “What the institutional church today is trying to do is to put
its best face on the fact that it’s dying. Basically, it’s trying to manage
a death.”

What he’s suggesting is that the church today, like a person struggling
to accept a terminal diagnosis, is trying to reshape its imagination to even-
tually accommodate itself to the unthinkable, its own dying. 

He’s right in suggesting that the church today is trying to reshape
its imagination, but he’s wrong about what it’s trying to manage.
What the church is trying to manage today is not a death, but an
ascension. What needs reshaping in our imagination today is the same
thing that needed reshaping in the imagination of the first disciples in
the forty days between the resurrection and the ascension. We need
to understand again how to let go of one body of Christ so that it can
ascend and we can again experience Pentecost. What’s at stake here? 
Among the elements within the paschal mystery, the ascension is the
least understood. We are clearer about the meaning of the death and
resurrection of Christ and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost. We
have less understanding of the ascension.

The forty days between the resurrection and the ascension were
not a time of unadulterated joy for the first disciples. It was a time of
some joy, but also of considerable confusion, despondency, and loss
of faith. In the days before the ascension, the disciples were over-
joyed whenever they recognized again their risen Lord, but most of
the time they were confused, despondent, and full of doubt because
they were unable to recognize the new presence of Christ in what
was happening around them. At one point, they gave up completely
and, as John put it, went back to their former way of life, fishing and
the sea.

However, during that time, Jesus slowly reshaped their imagina-
tions. Eventually they grasped the fact that something had died, but
that something else, far richer, had been born, and that now they

needed to give up clinging to the way Je-
sus had formerly been present to them so
that he could be present to them in a new
way. The theology and spirituality of the
ascension is essentially contained in these
words: Refuse to cling to what once was,
let it go so that you can now recognize the new life you are already
living and receive its spirit. The synoptic gospels teach this to us in
their pictorial rendering of the ascension, where a bodily Jesus blesses
everyone and then rises physically out of their sight. John gives us the
same theology but in a different picture. He does this in his descrip-
tion of the encounter on Easter morning between Jesus and Mary
Magdala when Jesus says, “Mary don’t cling to me!”

Today, the church is trying to manage an ascension, not a death. I
can easily see where my friend can be confused because every as-
cension presupposes a death and a birth, and that can be confusing.
So where, really, is the church today?

Edward Schillebeeckx once suggested that we are living in that
same despondency that was felt by the early disciples between Jesus’
death and their realization of his resurrection. We are feeling what
they felt, doubt and confusion on the road to Emmaus. The Christ we
once knew has been crucified and we cannot yet recognize the Christ
who is walking with us, more alive than before, though in a new way.
Hence, just as those first disciples on the road to Emmaus, we also
frequently walk with faces downcast, in a confused faith, needing
Christ to appear in a new guise to reshape our imaginations so that we
can recognize him as he is now present to us. 

I think Mr. Schillebeeckx is right about this, except that I would put
it in another way. The church today is in that time between the resur-
rection and the ascension, feeling considerable despondency, with its
imagination attuned to a former understanding of Christ, unable to
recognize Christ clearly in the present moment. For many of us who
grew up in a particular understanding of the faith, our former under-
standing of Christ has been crucified. But, Christ is not dead. The
church is not dead. Both Jesus and the church are very much alive,
walking with us, slowly reshaping our imaginations, reinterpreting
the scriptures for us, telling us again: Wasn’t it necessary that the
Christ (and the church) should so suffer ….

For many of us today, to live in faith is to be in that time between
the death of Christ and the ascension, vacillating between joy and
despondency, trying to manage an ascension.
On the road of faith, there’s always bad news and good news. The
bad news is that invariably our understanding of Christ gets crucified.
The good news is that Christ is always very much alive, present to us
still, and in a deeper way.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
The meeting that had been planned between the pope and patriarch

in Jerusalem June 14, and has since been cancelled, had nothing to do
with the conflict in Ukraine, the pope said. But even the patriarch now sees
that any kind of meeting of theirs could send "an ambiguous sign."

Patriarch Kirill has been an outspoken supporter of Putin's war on
Ukraine, and the Vatican's diplomatic team believed such a meeting
could lead to "much confusion," Pope Francis had told La Nación,
the Argentine newspaper, in an April 21 interview.

When Russia invaded Ukraine Feb. 24, the pope called Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, he told Corriere della Sera.

"Instead, I didn't call Putin. I had heard from him in December for
my birthday, but this time, no, I didn't call him," he said. He explained
that he preferred to make a more "clear gesture that the whole world
could see and that is why I went to the Russian ambassador" to the
Holy See, Aleksandr Avdeyev, February 25.

He said he asked the ambassador "that they explain, (and) I told
him, 'Please, stop this.'"

The pope said the conflict is not just affecting the Donbas region,
but there is also "Crimea, it is Odesa — it is taking away the port of
the Black Sea from Ukraine, it is everything. I am a pessimist, but we
must do everything possible so that the war can end."

"There is not enough will for peace. The war is terrible, and we
have to shout out" against it, he said.§

Not 'clerics of the state'

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com
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Chatham-born priest became second archbishop of San Francisco
By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Since September 1, 2021, the research team for
the Miramichi Historical Linkages Project has worked towards un-
covering forgotten stories from that region’s past. By taking a closer
look at local knowledge, local actions, and local personalities, they
hope to understand the global reach of the communities in the
Miramichi watershed. In this initiative, the team has been aided by a
number of partners and interested historians. The result has been an
ever-growing collection of interesting stories, which provide an indi-
cation of how far Miramichiers have extended the reach of the river
across the globe.

One interesting story is that of Patrick William Riordan, born in
Chatham to Irish immigrant parents, and who later become the sec-
ond person to hold the title of archbishop of San Francisco, in 1885.

Biographers note that Patrick’s parents, Matthew and Mary (Dunne),
were wed at St. Patrick’s Church in Nelson on July 4, 1839, by

Father Michael Egan.
Matthew had come from

Kinsale to work as a ship’s
carpenter on the Miramichi.
Mary came from a family of
12 children, who had immi-
grated in 1825 from
Stradbally, a town in County
Laois.

Patrick was born in late
August of 1841. At some
point in the middle of the
1840s, Mr. Riordan at-
tempted to return to his na-
tive Ireland with his family.
As the blight upon the potato
crop was beginning in these
years, precipitating the Great
Famine, this decision proved
to be unfortunately timed.

The family soon realized that they could not remain in Ireland, and
returned to New Brunswick, landing in Saint John in 1847, where
they endured quarantine. From there, they relocated to Chicago, in
1848.

Patrick was educated at St. Mary’s of the Lake University in Chi-
cago, and later graduated from the University of Notre Dame in Indi-
ana, in 1858.

He was one of the original students of the Pontifical North Ameri-
can College at Rome, and later completed his studies at the Colonial
Seminary in Paris, and at the Catholic University of Leuven in Bel-
gium, where he was ordained to the priesthood in June 1865.

Returning to Chicago, he was a professor of ecclesiastical history
and canon law at St. Mary’s of the Lake, and later the chair of dog-
matic theology. He also undertook local missionary work, and be-
came pastor of St. James Church in Chicago in 1871.

In these years he also returned to the Maritimes, collecting aid in
Halifax for relief of the damages caused by the Chicago Fire. He was
joined by his uncle, Dennis Dunne, who was vicar-general of the
archdiocese of Chicago.

In July 1883, Father Riordan was appointed coadjutor archbishop

of San Francisco by Pope Leo XIII. Following his consecration, he
bestowed his first episcopal blessing upon his mother, who was in
attendance. He would succeed Archbishop Joseph Alemany of San
Francisco on December 28, 1884.

As archbishop, he oversaw the construction of the Cathedral of
Saint Mary of the Assumption. He also helped to establish St. Patrick’s
Seminary in Menlo Park, California, with the help of the French reli-
gious order, the Society of Saint Sulpice.

Archbishop Riordan consecrated four bishops, and one archbishop,
during his tenure. He also supported the establishment of churches
wherein congregants could hear their mother tongue, and formed
Italian, Spanish, Slavonian, Portuguese, French, and German churches
within the archdiocese. This also allowed for the subdivision of the
many large parishes in the archdiocese, and meant that the divide
between clergy and laity was narrowed. His own fluency in six lan-
guages endeared Archbishop Riordan to the immigrant communities
in his care. 

Following the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, Archbishop Riordan
visited the people living in temporary camps, and celebrated an open-
air mass. He was a voice of reassurance in these troubling times,
using the words of St. Paul, from the Acts of the Apostles, “‘I am a
citizen of no mean city.”

In 1905, the Miramichi called Archbishop Riordan home, as it has
many before him, and quite a few since. He visited Chatham, and
Bishop Thomas F. Barry.

On June 4, he preached at St. Michael’s Cathedral (now basilica)
and offered a sermon that was, according to contemporary accounts,
very eloquent, and appreciated by the large congregation in
attendance. A reception was held in his honour at the Bishop’s Palace
that same day. 

He left Chatham the following day. One can only wonder what his
reaction would have been after more than a half century away
from the community — though it is possible that he had little
recollection of it. Biographers
note that he did meet a few
people who were old enough
to remember he and his par-
ents living there in the early
1840s, which must have come
as a surprise, and, hopefully, a
consolation to him. 

Archbishop Riordan died in
December 1914, after contract-
ing a cold that developed into
pneumonia; he was seventy-
three.

Today, a San Francisco high
school still bears his name. It was
the oldest exclusively male high
school in San Francisco, until,
in the autumn of 2020, it became
co-educational. 

Shawn McCarthy is the
Miramichi Region correspondent
for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§

Archbishop Patrick Riordan

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com
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Christian culture best served by democracy
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

If the definition of “freedom fighter” is in the eyes of the beholder,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau beholds Ukrainians.

“Ukrainians have fought like heroes over the past number of months,”
Mr. Trudeau declared to reporters April 18. “And they’re not just
fighting for Ukraine. They are fighting for the values that underpin so
many of our free and democratic societies.”

So is it democracy that’s on the line in Mariupol? Does the defeat of
Ukrainian forces in Donbass threaten democracy here in Canada? Is
Russian victory in Kharkiv a blow for freedom in Western countries?

“What I think Prime Minister Trudeau and other Western leaders
are saying — and it’s the right sort of argument to make — is let us
not take democracy for granted. It’s not a given,” said Cardus think
tank expert on religious freedom Father Deacon Andrew Bennett. “If
you want to have a democratic culture, let alone democratic elec-
tions and democratic institutions, you have to nurture that.”

Fr. Deacon Bennett is a deacon in the Byzantine Rite Ukrainian
Catholic Church. He shies away from a direct connection between
Ukrainian soldiers defending territory against Russian soldiers and
a defence of democracy in
general.

“It’s a useful rhetorical
device for the Prime Min-
ister and other Western
leaders, but really what’s
at stake here is the self-de-
termination of peoples,” Fr.
Deacon Bennett said.

But it does not escape
Bennett’s notice that
Ukraine is democratic and
Russia is not.

“Ukraine is fundamen-
tally different in terms of
its political culture from
Russia,” he said. “Although
they both are dealing with
the post-Soviet hangover,
the difference is that Ukraine wants to cure the hangover, whereas
Russia wants to continue to drink.”

But it isn’t just political theory that’s up for grabs when we talk
about democracy.

“Christian culture at this point in time, it’s best served by a
democratic system,” he said.

In other words, the
Church needs democracy to
thrive.

The connection between
democracy and Christianity
runs much deeper than just
which kind of government cre-
ates a better environment for the
Church, said Father Archpriest
Andriy Chirovsky, founding di-
rector of the Sheptytsky Insti-
tute at the University of St.

Michael’s College.
“Democracy is important because it’s about human dignity,”

said Fr. Chirovsky. “An authoritarian government crushes the hu-
man spirit.”

Fr. Chirovsky acknowledges that for centuries Catholic popes
and philosophers favoured monarchies, while democracy made
them uneasy — right up until the Second Vatican Council.

“The old image of the Catholic monarch only works if it’s a
saintly, enlightened monarch,” he said. “I can’t imagine any form
of rule is perfect, any form of governance. That’s why the psalm-
ist says, ‘Do not put your trust in princes, in the sons of men, for
in them there is no salvation’ ” (Psalm 146).

Catholic social teaching now favours democracy because it cre-
ates space for the human heart and for Christian solidarity, said
Fr. Chirovsky.

“This is theological anthropology. We were created free,” he
said. “I have to be free in order to love.”

Being able to love is what it means to be created in the image
and likeness of God, Fr. Chirovsky said. And that capacity for
love extends beyond romance to our instinct for solidarity.

“I really believe in the solidarity of the human race,” said Fr.
Chirovsky. “I remember
the day of the tsunami in
southeast Asia. Remember
when like 100,000 people
were wiped out in a sec-
ond, or maybe 10 seconds?
Do you know that I felt that
like a gut-punch?... If one
part of the human race is
hurting, I cannot be fully
free.”

That kind of freedom is
not something the state
grants by decree or in a Bill
of Rights.

“The Soviet Union al-
lowed freedom of worship.
What they didn’t allow was
freedom of religion,” Fr.

Chirovsky said. “You were allowed to worship inside that church
building. But you could not do any charitable work. You couldn’t
work with young people. But you were allowed to worship. The
Russian people were allowed to worship, but they weren’t allowed to
do all of the other stuff that makes us Church — to express our faith
in our daily actions.”

That’s the deeper meaning of freedom of religion and freedom of
expression, said Fr. Chirovsky.

“It’s not vanity to express ourselves. God expressed himself in the
Word and the Word created the world. The world is there as part of
God’s self-expression,” he said.

Fr. Chirovsky does believe democratic culture and freedoms are
what Ukrainians are fighting for.

“Ukrainians see democracy. They see that people can express them-
selves. This is deeply part of the Ukrainian spirit,” he said. “If Russia
defeats Ukraine, all these dictatorial rulers — whether it’s individuals
or whether it’s group rule — they will then feel emboldened to pursue
their anti-democratic goals.”§

Father Deacon Andrew Bennett
(The Catholic Register photo)

Father Archpriest Andriy Chirovsky
Sheptysky Institute photo
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Makers of documentary hope film expands Catholic LGBTQ outreach
By MARK PATTISON
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The makers of the
documentary Building a Bridge, which made
its debut on streaming platforms and video
on demand May 3, hope the film will extend
the church's outreach to LGBTQ Catholics.

"I really want this film to be accessible in
any part of the world, for that matter. We're
hoping that we're going to launch educational
opportunities to show in different high schools
and colleges and universities and hopefully
maybe have it at libraries," said Evan Mascagni,
one of two co-directors of the movie.

"Hopefully, we'll be able to do a lot of those
grassroots community screenings, and fol-
low that up with Q-and-A's," Mr. Mascagni
added. "Hopefully our film can be a resource
or a tool for a parish, like someone who wants
to start their own LGBTQ ministry in a place
like Kentucky," from which he hails.

"I really hope that the film can reach young
people, and people who might not know any
other clear path and feel they can join a com-
munity or even start a community like Out in
St. Paul," a gay Catholic ministry featured in
Building a Bridge, said Shannon Post, the
other co-director, during an April 28 confer-
ence call with Catholic News Service.

Building a Bridge is based on the book of
the same name by Jesuit Father James Mar-
tin, editor at large of America magazine and a
consultor to the Vatican's
Dicastery for Communication
as well as being the author of
several books.

Fr. Martin, who admitted be-
ing "uncomfortable" being the
focus of the film — "the film
should be about the ministry, not
me," he said on the conference
call -- added, "parishes, too," as
an important point outreach
with the movie.

"My real target is the LGBTQ
Catholic youth, who is wonder-
ing if there really is a place in
the church for LGBTQ people,"
Fr. Martin said. "They will see
this and know that God loves
them, and to quote Cardinal
(Wilton D.) Gregory (of Wash-
ington), know that they are at
the heart of the church."

Ms. Post and Mr. Mascagni
co-directed the 2015 documen-
tary Circle of Poison, about the

manufacture and sale in the United States of
pesticides banned by the federal government
for use in other nations.

Ms. Post had wanted to make a documen-
tary about the shooting rampage at the Pulse
nightclub in Orlando, Florida, which killed 49
people, including a college classmate of hers.
Mr. Mascagni, who had pretty much turned
his back on the Catholic Church in which he
was brought up, relented to his mother's im-
portuning that he go to a talk given by "a cool
priest" she'd found on Instagram.

The priest was Fr. Martin. "It was one of
his first Building a Bridge talks, Mr. Mascagni
recalled. He then went to Ms. Post and said,
"I think there's a story here."

They convinced Fr. Martin to let himself
be filmed. When he was invited to speak at
the Vatican's World Conference of Families
in 2018 in Dublin, Mr. Mascagni and Ms. Post
told him: "We're going to Dublin." "Why are
you coming to Dublin?" he remembers ask-
ing them. "They said, 'We're making a docu-
mentary,'" which is when he realized "this
wasn't going to be a fly-by-night operation.
This was going to be a serious documentary."

Three years later, Building a Bridge had its
cinematic debut at the Tribeca Film Festival
in New York. Assessments by many of those
featured in the movie had good things to say.
Critics of Fr. Martin's ministry — among them
Michael Voris of Church Militant, who is fea-
tured in the documentary — have yet to weigh

in.
But Mr. Mascagni said: "In the film, we

point out all the trolling that happens on Fr.
Martin's social media. Now that we've an-
nounced the film on social media, we're start-
ing to get a tiny part of that."

In addition to Ms. Post and Mr. Mascagni's
(continued on page 9)

Jesuit Father James Martin, author and
editor at large of America magazine, is
seen in this undated photo. (CNS photo/
Sean Hemmerle, courtesy PR Collaborative)
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Hope and joy reawaken when old and young come together, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Correspondent

VATICAN CITY — If young people recognize all that they have
received with gratitude and older people take the initiative of
relaunching hope in young people for their future, then nothing
can stop the flourishing of God's blessings among people, Pope
Francis said.

Urging visitors to make sure they help bring young and older
people together to talk and connect, the pope said, this is a "bridge
that we have to reestablish more strongly," because it is through
this connection that salvation, hope and joy flow.

The pope made his remarks April 27 during his weekly general
audience in St. Peter's Square, where he also asked that people
"persevere in praying constantly for peace."

In his greetings to visitors after his main catechesis, the pope
asked that people pray for weapons to be silenced "and may those
who have the power to stop this war listen to the cry for peace of
all of humanity."

The pope continued his series of talks dedicated to the meaning
and value of "old age" and focused on how important it is there be
an "alliance" between old and new generations, highlighting the
widow Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth, as an example.

The story, presented in the Book of Ruth, of "these two faithful
women shows that, in God's providential plan, the covenant of
love and fidelity uniting the generations can prove immensely en-
riching for families and for the growth of a society that respects
the dignity and gifts of each of its members, however young or
old," according to the summary of the pope's catechesis.

Pope Francis said Ruth's devotion helps Naomi stop being so
pessimistic and even inspires her to take the initiative to help Ruth
build a new future, by guiding and encouraging her.

"In some cases, the tendency of the elderly toward pessimism
needs to be countered by the affectionate pressure of the young,"
he said.

There are all sorts of clichés and prejudices when it comes to
family members, especially between a mother-in-law and daugh-

ter-in-law, he said.
Pope Francis, known for cracking jokes about mothers-in-law,

said -— jokes aside — it is important to recognize and honour
their role as the mother of one's spouse.

"She is a mother, she is older. One of the most wonderful things
about grandmothers is them seeing their grandchildren. When their
children have children, they come back to life," he said.

The pope asked that families take special care in maintaining a
good relationship with their in-laws, even if they sometimes act
like they are "a little bit special."

The parents of one's spouse have still sacrificed a lot, he said,
and families can at least try to make their in-laws happy, so they
can live out the rest of their years in joy, he said.

"And if they have some kind of flaw, help them to correct it.
And to all the mothers-in-law out there, let me say, be careful with
what you say, because the tongue is one of the ugliest sins of
mothers-in-law. Be careful," he said.

The pope asked that people "rediscover the Book of Ruth," es-
pecially its reflections on love and its catechesis on the family.
"This short book also contains valuable teaching on the alliance of
the generations: where youth shows itself to be capable of restor-
ing enthusiasm to mature age, and old age discovers it is capable
of reopening the future to wounded youth."

"If the young open themselves to gratitude for what they have
received and the elderly take the initiative of relaunching their fu-
ture, nothing can stop the flourishing of God's blessings among
peoples!" he said.

When greeting Polish pilgrims, Pope Francis recalled that April
27 marked the eighth anniversary of the canonization of St. John
Paul II. "We pray for his intercession so that we might be faithful
witnesses to Christ and his merciful love in the world, our families
and places of work."

He apologized for needing to sit during the meet-and-greet por-
tion at the end of the audience.

"This knee just will not get better, and I can't be on my feet too
long," he said.

Reporting previously that he has a strained ligament and swell-
ing of the knee, the pope was having even more difficulty than
usual walking from the popemobile to his chair at the audience.
He has had to cancel a number of scheduled meetings and ap-
pointments due to his doctor's insistence he rest. §

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets the crowd during his
general audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican April 27,
2022. (CNS photo/Guglielmo Mangiapane, Reuters)

(continued from page 8)
"impact plan" to take the movie on the road with post-screening ques-
tion-and-answer sessions and LGBTQ profiles they couldn't jam into
a feature that already was running 90 minutes long — America Media
is introducing in May a new website called https://outreach.faith.

Fr. Martin will coordinate news and resources to be posted on the
website, as well as details for a new "Outreach" conference for LGBTQ
Catholics in June at Jesuit-run Fordham University.

"Parishes, particularly in the West, are realizing they have to deal
with LGBTQ kids — as well as LGBTQ parishioners themselves," he
said. "That trend is not going to change. People are not going to stop
coming out."

Building a Bridge was available on video on demand May 3, fol-
lowed by a launch on AMC+ June 21 and broadcast premiere on
Sundance TV June 26. §

Catholic LGBTQ outreach
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Canadians cherish freedom of conscience: poll
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Almost 70 per cent of Canadians believe conscience rights make
Canada a better country while only about seven per cent say the
Charter guarantee leaves us worse off, pollster Angus Reid reports.

For Cardinal Thomas Collins, archbishop of Toronto, the finding
affirms his own long-standing conviction that Canadian citizens cherish
legal protection for freedom of conscience.

“Most Canadians recognize that we need a guide to lead us through
the difficult choices that are presented in this life,” Archbishop Collins
told The Catholic Register in response to the survey released April
18 by the Angus Reid Institute and think tank Cardus.

“Conscience is that guide, as we navigate through the illusions
we face amid the fads and fashions of this world. Conscience is
itself guided by the light of faith and reason, which allow it to
make accurate judgments about reality and about the moral issues
that we encounter.

“Even reason alone, for people without faith, can guide the con-
science. Freedom of conscience allows Christians, and all people, to
act rightly, reaching out to those who are in need, and so making our
society a better place. We all benefit from this right that is enshrined in
the constitution,” he added.

Freedom of conscience and religion rights were officially enshrined
into law through the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in
1982. Of the 1,708 Canadians who participated in the ARI-Cardus
survey, 1,152 (69 per cent) support its inclusion in the Charter. About
25 per cent felt conscience rights make no impact or did not know.
The remainder view them as harmful.

But while the report, “Canada across the religious spectrum: A
portrait of the nation’s inter-faith perspectives during Holy Week,”
showed strong nation-wide support for conscience rights, it also
revealed nearly a third of Canadians feel conscience rights are
being eroded. Strikingly, more than 66 per cent of self-identified
Evangelical Christians believe support is declining for religious and
conscience rights. It’s a perspective shared by 39 per cent of
Jewish Canadians surveyed, as well as by 36 per cent each of
Muslims and other Protestant groups.

At the same time, the report shows, “nearly as many (28 per
cent) say it has remained consistent. One-quarter (25 per cent)
believe freedom of religion and conscience is becoming stronger.”

Ray Pennings, executive vice-president of Cardus, says the re-
sults reflect “a general concern about how religions and institutions
of faith are being treated in public life and the public square.” A hy-
pothesized reason why Evangelical Christians are most alarmed about
the state of these rights is because several pastors across the country
spent time in jail, and different churches have had to go to court to
fight COVID-19 restrictions.

Within religious traditions themselves, Jewish support for the belief
that freedom of conscience rights make Canada a better place was
strongest at 88 per cent. Muslims were next at 83 per cent, and
Evangelical Christians were at 79 per cent. All other religious groups
expressed about two-thirds affirmative support for these Charter rights,
including 66 per cent of Roman Catholics.

Each of the surveyed Canadians self-identified their religious de-
mographic to participate. Roman Catholicism, mainstream Protes-
tantism, Evangelical Christianity, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish and no
religion constituted the survey groups.

While freedom of conscience rights represented an area of unity
among the different Canadian belief groups, they diverge when it
comes to which faiths are benefitting or harming society. Each
survey participant was asked, “In your view, would you say the
overall presence of each of these (religions) in Canadian public
life is benefitting or damaging Canada and Canadian society?”

Canadians, the ARI-Cardus poll found, are more likely to view
Catholicism, Evangelical Christianity and Islam as more damaging
than beneficial. All other religions, including atheism, have “positive
assessments that outweigh negative ones.”

Mr. Pennings said the finding has been consistent over several years
of being asked. He cited residential school awareness among Canadi-
ans as a contributor to the negative assessments.

“It is incumbent on all faith communities, including Catholic leader-
ship, to share how, yes, there have been some challenges, but the
Church and broader community continue to be very involved in serv-
ing the community, the poor and providing education to many chil-
dren. Religious leaders need to get those stories out there. The Church
needs to be a witness in the public square.”§

(continued from page 3)
have seen many people grow in faith and devotion to Our Lord and to
Our Lady. There has been a big resurgence to the scapular and the
miraculous medal. I have felt, quite strongly, the Lord calling me to
promote devotion to the Holy Rosary, the green and brown scapulars,
the divine mercy, and the miraculous medal. With every ‘yes’ — as
hesitant as some of them may have been — the Lord continues to
show me what he wants me to do and how I am to do it.”

This experience has prompted Mr. Briand to step out in faith
and grow this apostolate through a new endeavour that he hopes
will start in the next few months called OLF Media.

“It will encompass all of our in-house productions, from print
to videos that will be posted on the OLF gift shop Facebook page
as well as a dedicated channel on YouTube,” Mr. Briand said. “The
goal is to take some of the education we have done and make it
available to everyone. It is my hope to be able to do an in-depth
series on the True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary by St.
Louis De Montfort, which I have been drawn to since the begin-
ning of the gift shop. I am convinced that I am being called to
promote it by making it a little more accessible.”

In addition to new and hand-made items the gift shop also has a
large selection of previously loved Catholic items that people have
donated to the shop.

“Many times, people have books they no longer need, or downsize
and don’t have room for everything anymore,” he said. “We ac-
cept the donation and provide them for a free will offering to the
church.”

Our Lady of Fatima Gift Shop is open immediately following the
10:00 am mass on Sundays, with volunteers who are willing to open
the shop at any time by appointment. To schedule an appointment by
phone call (506) 442-0012 or by email at olfatimagiftshop@gmail.com.
Our Lady of Fatima Gift Shop can be found online at www.olfatima.ca/
catholic-gift-shop/ or www.facebook.com/olfatimagiftshop.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Fredericton gift shop
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Pope wants annual audit of church's safeguarding measures worldwide
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis asked his safeguarding commis-
sion to provide an annual audit of what the church is doing to protect
minors and what needs to change, as well as to urge bishops' confer-
ences to set up special "centres" where victims can be heard and find
accompaniment toward "healing and justice."

The annual audit "report will be a factor of transparency and ac-
countability and — I hope — will provide a clear audit of our progress
in this effort," he told members of the Pontifical Commission for the
Protection of Minors April 29.

"Without that progress, the faithful will continue to lose trust in
their pastors, and preaching and witnessing to the Gospel will be-
come increasingly difficult," he said.

The pope addressed the commission's plenary assembly, which
focused on how to best continue assisting the pope and the local
churches in promoting best practices in safeguarding strategies, im-
plementing guidelines and accompanying survivors.

Commission members also were looking how they will work within
the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, according to Pope Francis'
reform of the Roman Curia, a change that goes into effect June 5.

As outlined in the apostolic constitution, Praedicate Evangelium
(Preach the Gospel), the commission's task remains providing the
pope "with advice and consultancy and to propose the most appropri-
ate initiatives for the protection of minors and vulnerable people."

When the document was published in March, Cardinal Seán P.
O'Malley of Boston, president of the commission and a member of
the Council of Cardinals that drafted the constitution, said that linking
the commission more closely to the doctrinal office "has made safe-
guarding and the protection of minors a fundamental part of the struc-
ture of the church's central government" and would "lead to a stronger
culture of safeguarding throughout the Curia and the entire church."

Speaking to the commission members, the pope addressed a con-
cern that the body would lose its independence now that it was within
a larger dicastery.

"Someone might think that this could put at risk your freedom of
thought and action or even take away importance from the issue with
which you deal," the pope said. "That is not my intention nor is it my
expectation. And I invite you to be watchful that this does not hap-
pen."

He said he did not want the commission to be like a "'satellite com-

mission,' circling around but unattached to the organization chart"
any longer, which had been an ongoing concern of members.

While the commission will be part of the dicastery that deals with
the sexual abuse of minors by members of the clergy, the pope said,
the president will be independent and appointed by the pope. "I have
made your leadership and personnel distinct, and you will continue to
relate directly with me through your president delegate," who has
been Cardinal O'Malley since 2014. The cardinal has also been a mem-
ber of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith since 2017.

The pope told the commission that he still wants them to provide "a
proactive and prospective vision of the best practices and procedures
that can be implemented in the entire church" and to "propose better
methods to enable the church to protect minors and vulnerable per-
sons and to assist the healing of survivors, in the recognition that
justice and prevention are complementary."

While many "important seeds" have been planted, "much remains
to be done," he said, and the reform "marks a new beginning."

The pope told commission members it will be their responsibility
"to expand the scope of this mission in such a way that the protection
and care of those who have experienced abuse may become norma-
tive in every sector of the church's life."

This will require close collaboration with the doctrinal dicastery
and all the other dicasteries of the Roman Curia for the commission's
own benefit and so "your work can enrich in turn that of the Curia
and the local churches."

Cases of the abuse of minors by clergy have been decreasing for
several years, he said, at least in places where reliable data and sources
are available.

The data is essential, the pope told the commission, so "I would like
you, on an annual basis, to prepare for me a report on the church's
initiatives for the protection of minors and vulnerable adults."

The aim, he said, is "to furnish a reliable account on what is pres-
ently being done and what needs to change, so that the competent
authorities can act."

He also encouraged them to help meet other "more immediate needs,"
such as "the welfare and pastoral care of persons who have experi-
enced abuse."

He praised the commission for providing many opportunities to
meet with and listen to survivors, saying they have been "of great help
in my pastoral mission to all those who have turned to me following
their painful experiences."

"For this reason, I urge you to assist conferences of bishops in
establishing suitable centres where individuals who have experienced
abuse, and their family members, can find acceptance and an atten-
tive hearing, and be accompanied in a process of healing and justice,"
as indicated in Vos Estis Lux Mundi, which established procedures
for reporting allegations of sexual abuse and for holding accountable
bishops and religious superiors who protect abusers.

He reiterated that the presidents of bishops' conferences are sup-
posed to "establish commissions and the means needed to implement
processes of care for persons who have been abused, with all the
methods (of best practices) that you have, and for punishing abusers.
And you must oversee this. I encourage you, please."

"Abuse in any form is unacceptable," Pope Francis said, and "the
sexual abuse of children is particularly grave, as an offence against a
life that is just beginning to flower."

"Instead of flourishing, one who is abused is deeply injured, at
times permanently," he said.§
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — The Marian Devotional Movement, a group
with roots that reach back to the Plenary Council of Canadian
Church Fathers in 1909, is visiting various dioceses in Canada in
2022, on a lengthy pilgrim statue tour.

The statue of our Lady of the Cape, housed in a shrine at Cap-
de-la-Madeleine, Quebec dates from 1720. It was donated by a
parishioner in 1854, and will be the focal point of the tour. The
statue received two canonical coronations, the first in October
1904, granted by Pope Pius X, and the second, granted by Pope
Pius XII, in August 1954.

The Pilgrim Statue Tour is coming to Miramichi, visiting St.
Michael’s Bascilica in Chatham on May 14 at 4 pm, and St. Mary’s
Church in Newcastle on May 15 at 3 pm.

The local organizers of the visit feel blessed to have been cho-
sen to have this beautiful statue visit the churches, and hope that
many of the Miramichi faithful can come and join them in praying
the Holy Rosary and the Blessing of the Roses.

For more information on the tour, visit the website,
MarianDevotionalMovement.org.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for
The New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773
@hotmail.com.§

Statue tour coming to Miramichi

MIRAMICHI — On Saturday, April 30th, Our Lady of Hope Parish, Miramichi hosted 12 hour Seniors Rock-a-Thon in the basement
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Chatham Head, as a church fundraiser. Support for the initiative was broadly
received, and more that $9,000 was raised.  While rocking, salt candles and rosaries were prepared by the seniors, for distribution
at the local hospital. The organizers also wish to thank the Chatham Pizza Delight, for sponsoring supper for the rockers. Though
this was the first year for the event, it was strongly felt that it would not be the last. Left to right: Anna Buckley. Jeannine Morris,
Ida Amyotte, Lorette Boisvert, Anita Hynes, Simone Napke, Eva Brown-Collins, Dawn Savoy, Mariette Girouard, Dianne
Barrieau, Melem Russell, Vicky McLean, Mary-Lee Crocker, Iris Richard, Merina Hachey and Debbie Manuel. Absent from
photo were Cynthia Craft, Shirley Gallant, Ernest Gallant, Lorraine Gagnon, Alcide Gagnon, Allard Martin, Betty McCafferty
and Billy Murphy. (Shawn McCarthy photo)

Our Lady of the Cape statue is housed in a shrine at Cap-de-la
Madeleine, Quebec. The Pilrgrim Statue Tour is coming to
Miramichi later this month. (Wikipedia photo)


